
RESOURCES FOR DEAF PARENTS WITH HEARING CHILDREN
COMPILED BY TOM BULL, M.DIV., M.A., CSC, CI, CT (Rev June/2010)

Dear Parents: CODA International has put this material together.  CODA FACT SHEET: 2 pages is available at the CODA

website http://www.coda-international.org/  Click on SITE INDEX, FACT SHEET, and DOWNLOAD PDF.   CODA Outreach contact,

USA -  mrcoda@msn.com 

“DEAF PARENTS AND THEIR HEARING CHILDREN INFORMATION PACKET”: 13 pages of information of an

introductory nature (assembled by a group of coda professionals in June, 2001) about deaf parents with hearing children and their

bilingual/bicultural families to give school, medical and other professionals not familiar with deafness.  Find it at 

http://www.coda-international.org/DesktopDefault.aspx?tabid=34  

DEAF PARENTS GROUP: In 1991, Deaf parents with hearing children formed KODA, Kids of Deaf Adults.  The Maryland parents

KODA website is at http://www.mdkoda.org/index.html   KODAWest  is at http://www.kodawest.org/ For  a discussion group that Deaf

parents with hearing children and professionals can join on-line, send an email to deafparenting-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  DPUK 

- Deaf Parenting UK - England http://www.deafparent.org.uk/

NATIONAL RESOURCE: Through the Looking Glass is a national center for parents with disability and their families, Berkeley,

California.  They have scholarships for high school seniors/college students who have parents with disabilities. http://lookingglass.org/ 

USING AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE WITH BABIES: Several programs are available for hearing parents to use signs with

hearing children which may be helpful to deaf parents who have hearing babies.  Some possible sites are http://www.sign2me.com/ 

and http://mybabycantalk.com/content/information/research/babyresearch.aspx Check out a book by Marilyn Daniels. (2000).  Dancing

with words: Signing for hearing children’s literacy.  Westport, CT: Bergin & Garvey or this article: Hannah Merker. (2001, February). 

Author Tells of Magic in American Sign Language: Marilyn Daniels’ Dancing with Words.  Silent News, 33 (2), p. 26.  Check out a

new resource http://www.asltales.net/discount-koda.html for a KODA discount and with several available ASL Tales products: The

Princess and the Pea and Rapunzel.

KODA CAMP: Summer camp experiences for 9-15 year-old kodas: East coast New York - Camp Mark 7 
http://www.campmark7.org , West coast Los Angeles - KODAWest  http://www.kodawest.org/ , Koda Camp-Midwest 

http://kodacamp.wordpress.com/  . General questions about KODA camp contact Bert Pickell  bertpickell@mac.com

THE M ILLIE BROTHER SCHOLARSHIP: two $3,000.00 college scholarships awarded annually.  Over $84,000.00 has been

awarded since 1990.  Winning essays, applications etc. available at http://coda-international.org/scholar.html 

FAMILY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES: fictional stories about deaf-parented families with hearing children. 1) An American story,

Love is Never Silent (1985, made for television, Hallmark Hall of Fame) based on Joanne Greenberg’s 1970 novel, In This Sign.

Available from Hallmark Gold stores or on-line at http://www.ornaments4less.com/Love-is-Never-Silent--Hallmark-Hall-of-Fame-DVD_p_72-

4643.html  2) A German film, Beyond Silence in theatres in 1996 starring French Deaf actress Emmanuelle Laborit and American Deaf

actor Howie Seago.  Nominated for an Academy Award for Best Foreign Film: Germany.  Available on DVD, in German with English

subtitles.  3) In 2008, a DVD became available of the 1957 film starring James Cagney in the quasi biographical movie about silent

film-era make up artist, star and coda Lon Chaney: Man of a Thousand Faces, Universal Studios Home Entertainment with captions.

CHILDREN’S BOOKS FOR YOUNG KODAS  (* paperback)

Abbamonte, A. (2007). Tree Wise. Georgetown, TX: MidAmerica Publishing Company. http://fookembug.files.wordpress.com/2007/10/treewise.jpg 
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=resources/lifestyle_community/community&id=5988259  (TV news interview with author)

Creech, S. (2008).  Hate that Cat: A Novel.  NY: Harper Collins. (Grades 3-6 - Jack has a deaf mother)
Ferris, J. (2001).  Of Sound Mind.  NY: Farrar Straus Giroux. (children’s story for grade 8 and above)
Ray, D. (2006).  Singing Hands.  NY: Clarion Books, Div. of Houghton Mifflin Co. (for 10-14 year-old middle-grade readers.  Author had Deaf

grandparents).   http://www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/catalog/titledetail.cfm?titleNumber=100468 
Mc Intosh  , A .  ( 2000 )  .   Sometimes  I  Talk , Sometimes  I  Sign .  Charlotte , NC :  CPCC   Press .  ( Select  vocabulary  illustrated  in  ASL )

 http://www.cpccservicescorp.com/productsPress.html (in English & Spanish, suitable for readers 4-8 years old)
Uhlberg, M. (2005).  Dad, Jackie and Me.  Atlanta, GA: Peachtree Publishers. (book by a coda  for 9-12 year-old reading level - illustrated) 

http://www.peachtree-online.com/Adults/Catalog/dadjackie.htm 
*Uhlberg, M. (2003).  The Printer.  Atlanta, GA: Peahtree Publishers. (book by a coda for 4-8 year-olds, beautifully illustrated)   

 http://www.peachtree-online.com/Adults/Catalog/printer.htm 
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ARTICLES & FILMS ABOUT KODAS: KIDS OF DEAF ADULTS
Anthony, L. (2009, October 8).  The Same in sound and silence: Students with deaf parents offer unique perspective on communication.  Silver Chips

Online: MBHS Online Student Newspaper.  Silver Spring, MD: Montgomery Blair High School.   http://silverchips.mbhs.edu/story/9535 
Calvin’s World. (2004).  13 minutes.  JKL Productions. [Calvin Graves is 8 years old and is the only one in his entire family that can hear.]  On Google

videos but unfortunately not captioned except the ASL portions: http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=6337184618359923999  
Capriccioso , R . ( 2005,  August  15 ) .  Building  community  for  Deaf  parents  and  their  hearing  kids.   Washington,  DC :  Connect  for  Kids . 

( http://www.connectforkids.org/node/3328/print  )
Crumrine, A. (2004, October/November).  KODA.  NADmag: A publication of the National Association of the Deaf, 4 (4), 20-21.  (This article is

available at  http://mmkoda.org/images/article_nad.jpg )
Deaf Mosaic: KODA, a national organization for Kids of Deaf Adults. Program No. 908. (1993, December).  28 minutes. Color.  VHS. Signed, sound

& open captioned.  Washington, DC: Gallaudet University, Department of Television, Film and Photography.
Living in Two Worlds: Naomi Berlove. (2007). 9 minutes. Brooklyn, NY: Tucker Productions.  http://current.com/items/88794473_living_in_two_worlds 
My Deaf Family: Pilot.  (2010).  9 minutes.   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-Gc85nQK8w  http://www.youtube.com/mydeaffamily (Leslie Firl &

Bridgetta Bourne-Firl family featured)
Sanford, R.  (2000, Winter).  Kids of deaf adults (KODA): Are you the Deaf parent/parents of a hearing child/children?  Read on!  Vibes: The Canadian

Hearing Society’s Quarterly Magazine, 27 (4), 24. (This issue is on the topic of “Looking at Children of Deaf Adults”)

ABOUT DEAF PARENTS PARENTING HEARING CHILDREN
Brackenbury, T., Tiffany, R., & Messenheimer, T.  (2006, Winter).  Incidental word learning in a hearing child of deaf adults.  Journal of Deaf Studies

and Deaf Education, 11 (1), 76-93.
Buchino, Mary Ann (1990). Hearing  children  of deaf  parents:  a counseling  challenge.  Elementary School Guidance and Counseling, 24 (3), 207-212.
Bull, T. H., Beldon, E., & Pickell, B.  (2006).  Deaf parents with hearing children: A CODA Symposium.  In H. Goodstein (Ed.), The Deaf Way II

Reader: Perspectives from the Second International Conference on Deaf Culture (pp. 152-159). Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.
Bull, T. H.  (2005).  Deaf Family Issues: CODAS and Identity.  In  Working Together  for a  Shared Future: Proceedings  of the  First  Canadian 

Conference on Mental Health and Deafness, Ottawa, Canada,  September 9-11,  2004. Ottawa, Canada: Reach Canada.  (DVD  format)  (Also
available on-line in English  http://www.reach.ca/shared_future/eng/bull.htm and French http://www.reach/ca/shared_future/fr/bull.htm )

Filer, R. D. & Filer, P. A. (2000, Winter).  Practical considerations for counselors working with hearing children of deaf parents.  Journal of Counseling
and Development, 78 (1), 38-43.

Finton, L. (1996).  Living in a bilingual-bicultural family.  In I. Parasnis (Ed.), Cultural and language diversity and the Deaf experience (pp. 258-271). 
New York: Cambridge University Press.

Hicks,   N  .    (  2005  ,   August   8  )   .     Deaf    parents    and    hearing    children  :    No    problem  .    Lincoln    Journal    Star    ( Nebraska )  . 
 ( http://www.journalstar.com/articles/2005/08/08/local/doc42f6b3d2933d9305276421.txt )

Lawson, A. M. (2008, May).  Exploring the experiences of culturally deaf parents who are raising hearing children.  Doctoral dissertation, Department
of Psychology and the Graduate School, Gallaudet University, Washington, DC.  (140 pages)

Multra Kraft, C.  (2003, Spring).   Peanut  butter  hugs  and  jelly  kisses:  Life  in  a  Deaf - CODA  household.  CSD  Spectrum,  3  (1) ,   34 - 36 . 
 ( http://www.c-s-d.org/pdfs/spectrum/2003_Spring.pdf   Also see her regular column in SIGNews)

Paris, V. (2001, Spring).  Wall of sound: Silence, music, and raising an abled child.  Brain child: The magazine for thinking mothers, 2 (2), 12-13.
Preston, P.  (2006).  Deaf parents with teenage children.  In H. Goodstein (Ed.), The Deaf Way II Reader: Perspectives from the Second International

Conference on Deaf Culture (pp. 145-151). Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.
Prickett, D. (2000, Fall).  The CODA connection: Do your parents know Braille?  Gallaudet today, 31 (1), 26-35.
Singleton,  J. ( 2002,  Summer) .  Hearing  children  of  deaf  parents  bridging  two  languages  and  two  cultures.  CSD  Spectrum ,  2 (2), 26 - 28 . 

 ( http://www.c-s-d.org/pdfs/spectrum/2002_Summer.pdf  ) 
Singleton, J. L. & Tittle, M. D. (2000, Summer).  Deaf parents and their hearing children.  Journal of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education, 5 (3), 221-236.
Walter, V. (1990, Fall). The ties that bind: Hearing children and deaf parents talk about being a family. Gallaudet Today, 21 (1), 2-16.
Weiner, M. T. (1998, May).  Raising bicultural and bilingual children: Deaf parents' perceptions.  (Doctoral dissertation, Department of Human

Development, University of Maryland, College Park).  Dissertation Abstracts International, 58 (11), 6261B.  (University Microfilms
International No. AAT 98-16,540 - 147 pages).

GENERAL REFERENCES OF INTEREST
Grosjean, F. (1982). Life with two languages: An introduction to  bilingualism.  Cambridge,  MA:  Harvard  University  Press.
Hoffmeister, R. (2008).  Border crossings by hearing children of Deaf parents: The lost history of Codas.  In H-Dirksen L. Bauman (Ed.), Open your

eyes: Deaf studies talking (pp. 189-215).  Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press.
Pollock, D. C. & VanReken, R. E. (1999/2001).  Third culture kids: The experience of growing up among worlds. Yarmouth, ME: Intercultural Press. 
Shultz Myers, S., Myers, R. R., & Marcus, A. L. (1999).  Hearing children of Deaf parents: Issues and interventions within a bicultural context.  In

I. W. Leigh (Ed.), Psychotherapy with Deaf clients from diverse groups (pp. 121-148).  Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.

EDUCATIONAL VIDEOTAPES &  PROGRAMS FOR DEAF PARENTS WITH HEARING CHILDREN
Neubacher, M. (1987).  Pathways for parenting, parents guide: (1) Our baby is hearing (24 pages); (2) Our child - two worlds (40 pages); (3)

Adolescence to grown-up (28 pages).  Illustrated by Steve Schudlich.  Detroit, MI: Lutheran Social Services of Michigan.
Parenting: Bringing two worlds together [Videotapes]. (1992a). 180 minutes.  Color.  VHS.  In American Sign Language without voice-over.  Fairfax,

VA: Northern Virginia Resource Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing (NVRC). 
Parenting skills: Bringing together two worlds, one home, two cultures [Manual]. (1992b).  (206 pages)  Fairfax, VA: NVRC.
Pathways for parenting video: A video program for deaf parents with hearing children. (1987). 66 minutes. Three videocassettes.  Color.  Signed.  Open

captioned.  Produced by Linda Tebelman.  Part 1: Our baby is hearing, 18 minutes; Part 2: Our child goes to school, 20 minutes; Part 3: From
teenager to adult, 30 minutes. Detroit, MI: Lutheran Social Services of Michigan, Family Counseling and Education.

Tebelman, L. (1989a).  Pathways for parenting video: facilitator's guide.  Detroit, MI: Lutheran Social Services of Michigan.
Tebelman, L. (1989b).  Pathways for parenting video: parent's guide.  Detroit, MI: Lutheran Social Services of Michigan, Detroit.
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