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Torn Between Two Worlds	  

Megan Barnes	  

 While my peers in my senior class were out buying fake ID’s and partying, I was crying 
in a hospital bed holding my newborn baby girl. The doctors had just informed me that she had 
failed the newborn hearing test, and was most likely Deaf. My mind and heart raged with 
conflicting emotions, I was confused and scared. Her father’s family was just as heartbroken, and 
already asking what type of steps we would be taking to ‘fix’ this. However, my parents were 
thrilled and quite offended at my heartbreak. My parents are both Deaf and proud, and staunch 
supporters and active in the Deaf community. They found my tears as a personal insult, quizzing 
me over whether I found them inadequate as well due to their deafness. This is how, at 18 years 
old, I found myself in the terrifying position of a teen mother- as well as smack dab in the middle 
of the Cochlear Implant debate that still exists today. 	  

 Growing up, my older sister was the quintessential first-born daughter of Deaf adults. She 
was fluent in ASL and spoken English by the age of 2, interpreted frequently for my parents and 
their friends, and found comfort in the Deaf community as opposed to mingling with her hearing 
peers. I was the opposite. Oftentimes my sister, out of habit, would interpret even between my 
parents and I, and I much preferred my hearing peers. I was not as fluent in ASL, instead signing 
in English form. I did not understand then Deaf culture, Deaf pride, or anything else 
accompanying the Deaf life. My parents were Deaf, and I knew sign language- that was about 
the extent of it. As a result, when my daughter was born, I was torn between the hearing view of 
‘disabled,’ and my family’s view of there being nothing wrong with her. 	  

 Fast forward several years. Intense disputes ensued between my family and my 
daughter’s father’s family regarding whether or not she should receive a cochlear implant, of 
course with me as the middle person and responsible of the final decision. Finally, I agreed to get 
her the implant in one ear, but refused the doctor’s advice to eliminate sign language from her 
environment. As my daughter grew, I began to realize she is in no way disabled, and actually 
extremely intelligent and well-adjusted. She excels in school, and definitely has her own strong 
personality. I began becoming more and more involved in the Deaf community, and through 
determination, have become more fluent in ASL. My view of my parents and their Deaf lives 
changed drastically, and I began to understand them in a way that would have never been 
possible before my daughter. My daughter is Deaf and proud as my parents are, and I have 
developed pride in my position as a CODA and the mother of a Deaf child. 	  

 Being catapulted into adulthood so quickly by becoming a teen mom, and forced to make 
decisions about my daughter while living in the middle of the war between Deaf and hearing, 
was the hardest thing I’ve ever experienced. But it also developed a strong, confident woman- 
with the ability to consider the ‘big picture,’ taking into account all sides of the story and 
perceptions of those around me. Out of the turmoil, where I had nowhere to turn, I have 
developed a desire to lead and guide. Hence, my career aspirations to obtain a bachelor’s degree 



in Business Administration, with the career goals of management or a position in Human 
Resources. 	  

 Regardless of whether it’s a war of cultures, or a business problem needing a solution, 
people need someone to help guide them to the best options and paths to take. However, to guide 
and not simply manage, a leader must listen, consider all options, and understand the people they 
are leading. My life as a CODA and then mother of a Deaf child has shaped my capability to be 
that person. I believe the culmination of my life experiences has helped me not only develop this 
goal, but has given me the drive to achieve my goals for my family and myself. Not only do I 
strive to succeed, but I apply the same determination to help others experience success as well in 
everything they do.	  


